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t was only a matter of time hefore Catherine Walkey
enlisted the help of Gerald Pomeroy for her Dover,
Massachusetts, home. The well-known Boston interior
S designer had already completed projects for Catherine’s
mother and sister, and he had become a close friend of the family.
But itwas the holiday spirit that finally prompted the collaboration,
“1 was working on her mother’s house in Florids when Catherine
came to visit,” Pomeroy recalls. “She said, ‘1 told my mother what 1
want for Christmas—youl”™ Over the course of two and a half years,
this same festive spirit guided the design of the Walkeys” home.
Mestled on acres of woodland in the New England countryside,
the 9000-square-foot Colonial Revival house was certainly fitting
for the region, but after 15 years in the home, Catherine felt the inte-
rior didn't reflect her family’s dynamic personality. Husband Rod is
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an investment banker by day, but by night he swaps his suil for a gui-
tar as the front man for a rock-and-roll band, Daughters Isabella,
Samantha, and Charlotte share dad's passion for performing, taking
weekly piano lessons and spending summers at acting camp. Within
a hall-hour’s drive are Catherine’s parents and five siblings, making
for a lively, energetic household that is witness to the comings and
goings of 16 children (not to mention two pets). With the start of the
holidays comes an annual neighborhood get-together and, of course,
the Christmas decorations. °T love evervthing that sparkles and glit-
ters,” Catherine says, laughing. “Christmastime is my time.”

With that sentiment in mind, Pomeroy set out to introduce a
sense of exuberance and fun to the home, without neglecting its
traditional bones, Likening the process to “walking a tightrope,”
he combined classic design elements with picces that appeal to
Catherine’s more modern tastes, resulting in a delightful and
sophisticated mix. In the grand entryway, visitors are greeted by a
whimasical, large-scale floral wallpaper in Catherine’s favorite lav-
ender and green color paletie, An antigue English settee, reuphol-
stered in an awning stripe, adds a dose of drama against an elegant
silver-leal and mirror panel. “The exterior has such a classic New
England feeling” Pomeroy says. “We created something very
unexpected when the front door opens.”

As extensions of the foyer, the living room and dining room needed
to coordinate visually with the entryway, Pomeroy says. Shades of



Master bedroom Fhillip Jeffries” " lapanese Rice Paper” wallcovering and a

scilloped-edge glared table add a glamarous finish to the soothing space.

Master bathroom AD0ve the vanity, crystal pendants from Dainolice are 2
favorite of Cathearine’s. The metallic walloovering is Mayva Romanali's
fittingly named “Abacadazzie.”

Second floor landing The Palladian window was eft bare to highlight the
architecture. A pair of William and Masy-style wing chairs. dressed upin
[uralee’s grashic "Katura®™ febra print, give comiph to the graceful
surnsungings. The wallpaoer is Harleguin's "Gardenia”

Exterior The classic white Colonial provides the serfect backdrop for
periphoned wreaths, evergrasn plantings, and white string lights.

lavender, chartreuse, and mossy green, inspired by the wallpaper in
the front hall, make camens throughout each space in the form of
sumptuous silk drapes, velvet throw pillows, bullion fringe, and cozy
upholstery. And while a toast-colored grass cloth unites the hues in
the expansive living room, the purple wall in the dining room is the
star of the show—and, as it turns out, fulfills a long-held fantasy for
Catherine. “1 had always wanted a purple dining room!” she says.

The happy hue lends itsell perfectly to the baubles and orna-
ments of the holidays, Christmas decoration in the Walkey home
commences the first week of December, and with Pomeroy's guid-
anee, the houschold gleams, “With the lavenders and purples in the
house, jewel tones and mercury glass just fell into place for acces-
sorizing vear-round and for the holiday season,” Pomeroy says.
“Catherine has an effervescent personality, and that carries over
into the pieces she loves.”

On the dining room mantel, silver-leafed pinecones and orna-
ments sparkle against an antique-inspired mirror and crystal chan-
delier. Glass balls and shiny trinkets are the perfect garnish to the
silver-wrapped coffee table in the living room. Meandering magno-
lia garlands pop against the detailed woodwork of stair rails and fire-
places, painted in a satiny white,

The family room and kitchen were designed for everyday family
festivities—informal weeknight meals, fireside lounging, and doing
homework—but there is no shortage of pizzacz and drama in these

spaces. The family room features great vaulted ceilings with
exposed rafters, while a striking palette of mustard and blue takes
center stage in the kitchen. The color combination was another
dream of Catherine’s, which Pomeroy was happy to indulge thanks
to the room’s generous scale. Come Christmas, shearling stockings
and homemade gingerbread houses accentuate the inherently
lively atmosphere,

Its a testament to Catherine’s dynamic sensibility that she calls
her office, outfitted with chartrewse lacquered walls, a coffered
ceiling, and jolts of bright green, her “nirvana place.” In contrast,
the subducd master suite offers what most would consider a bliss-
ful retreat. Pomeroy used taupes and beiges to showease rich tex-
tures—a velvet headboard, a silk satin bedcover, mirrored bedside
tables, all with hints of gold and metallic for Catherine’s signature
sparkle. “We wanted a space that's very calming” she explains,
“But, in all those neutral colors, there's a lot of gold!™

There's no need for red and green. Fresh colors and fanciful
details make for a celebratory and magical atmosphere beyond the
month of December,

“T think their energy level is wholly reflected in the design
choices they made,” Pomeroy says, “IU's a very happy houschold,
and I think the design reflects thal.” &

Interior designer: Serald Fomeroy
For more informatlon, see sources on page 122
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